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Vhe  iconography  of  almost 
every  period  has  required  ar- 
t-cts  to  solve  anew  the  prob- 
lem (one  among  many)  of  devi- 
sing a suitable  impression, 
emblematic  of  liberty".  And 
these  various  solutions  give 
us  a valuable  clue  to  the  way 
people  thought  in  those  days, 
from  ancient  Greece  to  the 
oreeont.  We  want  to  give  spe- 
cial emphasis  to  the  American 


Colonial  conception  of  liber- 
ty, as  we  think  it  has  been 
much  misunderstood. 

The  earliest  Greek  solu- 
tion, found  principally  on 
coins  of  Carthage  or  irade  for 
use  of  colonists  in  and  near 
Carthage,  is  the  figure  of  a 
wild  horse,  riderless,  free 
of  bridle  or  other  -harness, 

*% 

G free  to  run  wherever-  he  wants 


to.  It  disappeared,  from  the 
•coi-ncr  after  first  local  ty- 
ranfcs  and  then  the  Homans 
showed  up.  Note  the  "free  to" 
as  well  as  the  "free  from" 
aspect. 

The  emblem  of  liberty  most 
common  in  Rome  is  the  pileus 
or  liberty  cap.  It  goes  back 
to  Asia  Minor  where  the  Phry- 
gians flourished  between  800 
and  5d0  *H* Cj.  Originally  tho 
cap  had  no  significance  but 
among  the  Romans  it  came  to 
symbolize  freodom.  A custom 
arose  of  putting  the  cap  on 
the  head  of  a slave  when  giv- 
ing the  slavo  his  freedom.  On 
Roman  coins  the  liberty  cap 
made  a most  dramatic  appear- 
ance on  tho  historic  HID. MAE. 
denarii  of  Marcus  Brutus,  the 
assassin  of  Caesar.  There  it 
appears  flanked  by  two  dag- 
gers and  El D. MAR.  meaning  The 
Ides  of  March.  Tho  iconogra- 
phVc  mou sago  in  clearly  "Wo 
Vi'Vo  i:lnv<n;,  then  mi  this  tdi'H 
of  March  by  those  daggers  wo 
became  free  of  tho  tyranny  of 
Caesar."  No'  "free  to"  horo; 
only  the  essentially  negative 
"free  from". 

Later  on,  many  Imperial 
'Roman  coins  had  an  allegori- 
cal personification  of  liber- 
• ty  on  reverse.  This  was  a fe- 
male figure,  standing,  with  a 
scoptro  in  one  hand,  and  tho 
liberty  cap  in  the  other, 
outstretched  as  though  to  put 
it  on  a slave's  head,  though 
no  slave  is  shown,'  The  in- 
scription is  LIBZRTA3  or  once 
' in  a while  'LI3ERTAS  PVBLICA, 
Again,  "freedom  from"  seems 
to  bo  the  thought.  Maybo  it 


was  freedom  from  barbarian 
invadors,  maybe  from  usurpers 
— ono  thing  wo  are  sure  of, 
it  did  not  moan  freedom  from 
authoritarian  rulo,  nor  free- 
dom to  do  as  ono  wished.  With 
tho  rise  of  Christianity  as  a 
state  religion,  personifica- 
tion disappeared  from  coins. 
The  clergy  thought  that  these 
allegorical  figures  Wore  too 
close  to  being  hoathen  gods. 
Since  the  Romans  had  gods  for 
almost  everything,  including 
the  family  hoirlooms  and  the 
bathroom  functions,  maybe  tho 
clergy  were  not  too  far  off; 
at  any  rate  from  then  on  lib- 
erty as  an  abstract  ideal  was 
pretty  much  dead.  Tie  Chris- 
tian idea  of  freedom  was  only 
absence  of  interference  with 
one's  duties  to  God  and  the 
Church.  But  with  the  redis- 

yeovery  of  pagan  Roman  culture 
in  the  Renaissance,  allegori- 
cal figures  camo  back  into 
i'iwih  ion,  among  tlmin  Miri  i i 1 r- : i. ..1 
of  liberty. 

The  founding  fathers  of 
our  country  had  classical  ed- 
ucations. It  is  no  surprise 
then  to  find  that  the  old  Ro- 
man symbol  of  tho  liberty  cap 
was  remembered  in  the  Ameri- 
can colonics,  and  appeared  on 
both  coins  and  pciper  money. 
However,  the  commonest  con- 
ception of  the  goddess  of 
liberty  has  an  origin  hardly 
clacs'ical.  Wo  mean  tho  seated 
figure  on  a globe  or  rock  or 
box,  holding  in  one  hand  a 
pole  or  staff  surmounted  by  a 
libel’ ty  cap,  and  in  tho  other 
hand  (outstrotched)a  ‘ branch. 

4 Many  people  have  noticed, 


®oro  or  loss  vaguely,  that  it 
rosomblos  the  figuro  ox  Bri- 
tannia on  tho  halfpence  of 
tr.o  period.  Eric  Newman  has 
shewn  in  fact  that  it  was  not 
Liberty  hut  Britannia  on  tho 
reverses  of  tho  Vermont  cents 
ana  in  some  Connocticuts  it 
is  qui.te  ooscurc  just  who  is 
tho  seated  figure,  as  tho 
polo  boars  no  libex’ty  cap  and 

tho  shield  no  device — neither 
British  Union  noi*  state  arms. 

Tho  seated  goddess  so  fa- 
miliar as  Britannia  first  oc- 
curs on  certain  asses  and 
sestertii  of  Antoninus  Pius 
(138  - lol  AD)  commemorating 
tho  conquest  of  the  British 
Isles  ( 1 55 — 156)*  On  these 
Britannia  is  seated  on  a rock 
(rarely,  a globo).  The  varie- 
ty that  was  probably  the  pro- 
totype for  later  issues  shows 
hex*  on  a rock,  in  her  out- 
stretched hand  e.  standard,  in 
her  raised  hand  a spear;  be- 
low, an  oval  shield  with  sev- 
eral spoke-like  bands  (very 
close  to  the  British  Union  or 
Crosses  of  St.  Andrew  and  St. 
George).  The  inscription  is 
BRITANNIA  around,  SC  bo low . 
Tradition  has  it  that  tho 
figure  v drawn  that  way  be- 
cause it  is  roughly  the  shape 
of  Bngland  and  Wales  together 
— -the  only  areas  of  the  isles 
that  the  Romans  were  able  to 
occupy.  The -same  kind  of  sea- 
ted figure  of  Britannia  reap- 
peared in  I065  'when  the  "mer- 
ry monarch"  Charles  II  order- 
ed pattern  farthings  shewing 
it.  John  Roettiers  made  tho 
design  based  on  the  sesterti- 


us above  described  (BKC l£^9) 
— using  for  a model  probably 
Frances  Stewart,  Duchess  of 
Richmond  and  the  king's  mis- 
tress, cither  from  life  or 
from  her  portrait  which  had 
hoen  painted  in  1664.  (Sec 
Samuel  Pepyc's  Diary,  27  Feb. 
1686/7).  The  dosi  gn  remained 
unchanged  until  1699  aft or 
which  it  was  modified  by  al- 
lowing Britannia  to  lower  hor 
right  arm  (tho  one  bearing  a 
branch)  — evidently  Samuel 
Bull,  probationary  ungravar , 
thought  Britannia  was  tired 
of  holding  the  branch  so  high 
for  34  years.  John  Croker,  a 
far  hotter  artist  who  became 
Engraver  in  1705,  designed  an 
improved  version  which  con- 
tinued in  use  with  slight  mo- 
difications until  1775*  The 
Croker  conception  of  Britan- 
nia is  tho  one  directly  in- 
fluencing tho  American  Colo- 
nial version  of  Kiss  Liberty. 

It  was  only  natural  that 
Colonial  artists  would  try  to 
illustrate  their  goddess  in 
tho  terms  most  familiar  to 
them.  The  first  such  repre- 
sentation we  know  is  in  tho 
Boston  GAZETTE,  used  on  its 
masthead  during  the  spring  of 
1770.  Here  Kiss  Liberty  shows 
; her  close  kinship  with  Bri- 
tannia by  having  the  British 
Union  on  her  shield — but  the 
spear  is  surmounted  with  tho 
liberty  cap.  From  that  time 
■on  this  motif  became  common, 

z The  symbol  of  the  bird  cs- 
' caping  from  a ca.ge,  found  al- 
so on  tho  GAZETTE  engraving, 
5 became  important  in  the  next 


Masthead,  Boston  GAZETTE,  Spring,  1770- 


it  ■ .••/*/•  - 

\ i , > / //  ' ' * 

v -':v  • c-> 





j. , J If-''/'/ 


-a 

•cA.t  >„ 


‘W  AVv-  ™ 

/.  / . .'  *'  . -V  » I...  ' ' 


I’v:  1 

Y'.'-Of-  ***•■!■- — ? 


* * '*>•.  ■..  ..  r: 


:">T7'<a  f:ic)  „/,,•••*  • i ■ 


! ;s 
. ';  a 

i:  s 


* 

| 


/ •,  * 


South  Carolina  note,  February,  1777- 


fQw  years  as  it  appoars  on  o- 
thcr  patriotic  material,  o.g. 
South  Carolina  e20  notos  ( of 

Fob.  14.  1777. 

Similarly,  the  liberty  cap 
by  it  sell  began  to  appear  on 
Colonial  paper  money,  o.g.  N. 
Carolina  notos  ox  April 
2,  1776.  And.  it  may  be  no  ac- 
cident that  tho  profile  of  a 
t) ino  troo  on  New  Hampshire 
cents  of  177b  rosomblos  a cap 
on  a li'oorty  polo. 


But  most  commonly  wo  find 
mixed,  allegorical  f iguros  as 
was  that  on  the  GAZETTE;  many 
of  tho  coins  show  the  seated 
f igure .burdened  down  with  tho 
scales  of  Justice  or  the  arms 
of  one  of  the  colonios  in  ad- 
dition to  the  liberty  can.  Or 
sometimes,  later  on,  sho  had 
a cotton  bale  or  the  like  to 
emphasize  that  liberty  meant 
economic  freedom,  i.e.'  lais- 
sez-faire commercial  practice 
with  minimal  taxes.  (Af tor 
all,  the  Revolutionary  War 
vras  fought  perhaps  oven  mord 
for  economic  reasons  than  for 
political  or  patriotic.  Colo- 
nists— thoso  cf  the  merchant 
class  anyway  --  resented  ' the 
mercantile  theory  then  common 
in  Britain  according  to  which 


tho  Homo  Offico  should  syste- 
matically exploit  tho  coloni- 
al "plantations",  levying 
heavy  taxes  and  assessments, 
and  affording  thorn  as  few  in- 
centives as  possible.  Tho  re-' 
sentment  gave  rise  to  various 
degrees  of  roaction;  colonial 
thinkers  were  found  every- 
where 'in  the  spectrum  from 
dyed-in-the-wool  torios  up 
through  the  moderates  and  tho 
Friends  of  Liberty  and  Trade 
(tho  ones  who,  with  others, 
got  Pitt  to  have  the  Stamp 
Act  repealed)  all  the  way  to' 
the  fiery  Sons  of  Liberty— a 
pack  of  extremists.  But  for 
tho  most  part  as  late  as  177&- 
the  revolutionaries  regarded 
themselvos  mainly  as  armed 
petitioners  asking  tho  king 
to  consider  their  - problems 
first  hand  instead  of  listen- 
ing to  his  hated  anticolonial 
ministers.  Vhon  petitions 
failed,  the  Leclaraction  of 
Independence  was  a logical 
consequence,- 

Tho  American  Colonial  pat- 
tern coins  showing  the  fir'St 
purely  American  representa- 
tion of  Miss  Liberty  are  di- 
rectly connected  with  the  a- 
bovementioned  Sons  of  Liberty 
— they  are  the  coppers  dated 
177&  attributed  to  Paul  Re- 
vere. Tie  larger  of  them  is 
tho  sc-call ed' Pine  Tree  Cent. 
It  has  on  obverse  a pine- tree 
whose  trunk  divides  1C  LM  (or 
One  Cent  Lawful  Money; ' Lav/ful 
Money  was  a common  phrase  re- 
ferring to  a particular  ex- 
change rate  between  Spanish 
dollars  and  British  shillings 
and  pence.  Proclamation  Money 


rofori'cd  to  a different  ox- 
chango  rate  . Tho  phrase  Law- 
ful Money  occurs  on  various 
colonial  notes,  among  others 
those  of  Connecticut  in  the 
1770's--and  more  significant- 
ly on  the  Massachusetts  "bills 
of  1775-6,'  Sword  in  Hand  type 
engraved  "by  Paul  Severe.  The 
laser  ip  ti o n MASS  ACHUSETT S 

STATS  is  founa  on  the  Massa- 
chusetts currency  of  177  ^ — 7 8 
(Pillars  & Codfish/pine  Tree) 
pi'inted  "by  John  Gill;  these 
also  show  valuations  in  ’'Law- 
ful Money".  On  reverse  of  ihe 
Pine  Troe  cent  is  the  seatoa 
figure  of  Liberty  on  a globe, 
cap  in  outstretched  hand,  dog 
at  her  feet,  legend  LIBERTY 
AMD  VIRTUE.  The  other  coin, 
evidently  by  the  same  maker, 
is  cf  halfpenny  denomination, 
showing  three  heads  and  STATE 
OF  MASSA:  and  on  reverse  the 

same  goddess,  this- time  fac- 
ing tho  other  way,  with  GOD- 
LESS LIBERTY  1776.  The  small- 
er coin  was  attributed  to  Se- 
vere by  Matthew  Adams  Stick- 
ncy  on  the  grounds  that  it 
was  found  with  some  proof  im- 
pressions from  currency  cop- 
perplates known-  to  have  been 
by  Severe.  If  it  is  by  Severe 
then  the  connection  with  the 
Sons  of  Liberty  is  obvious, 
as  Severe  was  a leading  light 
in  the  Massachusetts  crunch 
•of  tho  extremists — and  indeed 
Massachusetts  was  probably 
tho  most  extremist,  most  rev- 
olutionary of  tho  colonies. 
I wouiu  venture  to  guess  that 
Kiss  Liberty  on  these  pattern 
coppers  of  177&  was  directly 

■>  *.•  ..  ■) ' V o ~ 1'  \i  T 12.  O x 


possible  to  tell  for  certain 
whether  these  coins  were  So-  • 
vero's  work  by  style;  but  one 
thing  is  certain:  the  letter- 
ing in  MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  bn 
the  Pine  Tree  cent  looks  very 
much  like  that  on  the  same 
words  .in  the  8 Pence  note  of  j 
Oct.  l6,  1778  pri  nted  by  John 
Gill,  even  to  the  leaning  G‘s  1 
and  tho  asymmetrical  A in 
STATE.  Gill  took  over  the  ma- 
king of  Massachusetts  curren- 
cy from  Severe  in  IJjG  be- 
cause in  November  177°  Col. 
Severe  was  on  active  duty  at 
Castle  "William,  defending  the 
Boston  harbor,  and  remained 
on  duty  through  the  rest  of 
the  war.  Though.  -Qill  was  a 
designer  himself,  he  might 
easily  have  taken  over  tho 
Pillars  & Codfish  design  f pom 
Severe,  though  there  "is  no 
proof  nor  disproof.  At  any 
rate  the  coppers,  and  Miss 
Liberty's  first  appearance  on 
" American  coin,  can  be  traced 
to  either  Severe  or  Gill.  The 
Pine  Troe  cent  remains  today 
in  the  Massachusetts  Histori- 
cal Society  in  Boston;  the 
Three  Hoads  halfpenny  is,  I 
think,  in  Johns  Hopkins. 

Disregarding  the  "i/83"  .. 
Washington  tokens  with  anoth- 
-er  seated  Liberty  for  reverse 
( occause  all  were  struck  much 
later,  as  a monograph  by  our 
JOURNAL  contributor  George 
Fuld  will  shortly  establish) 
we  come  next  to  the  1783  to- 
ken inscribed  GZOSGIVS  TSIUM- 
PHO.  The  date  1783  is  proba- 
bly correct,  or-  else  at  worst 
the  piece  waj  struck  in  the 
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Revere 7 s Massa- 
chusetts cent. 
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have*  soon  New  Jersey  Con'..-  o- 
V or struck  on  spocinens  of  it.  . 
'Walter  Breon  thinks  that  this 
piceo  night  havo  "been  bogun 
prior  to  tho  "battle  of  York— 
‘town  with  tho  intention  of 
issuing  it  for  n British  vic- 
tory. Shore  is  a markod  simi- 
larity "between  tho  ohvorso 
profile  and.  many  representa- 
tions rf  the  mad  king.  She  A— 
mcrican  victory  presumably 
mado  the  unknown  engraver  al- 
ter his  Britannia  rovorso  to 
represent  Liberty  or  America 
or  s omothing  of  tho  kind;  tho 
thirteen  vertical  bars  clear- 
ly represent  tho  colonios, 
tho  f lears-de-lis  at  tho  cor- 
ners probably  refer  to  French 
assistance  without  which  tho 
Americans  might  not  havo  won. 
The  thirteen  bars  very  likely 
blotted  out  the  British  Union 
and  I would  not  bo  surprised 
to  soe  tho  samo  head  on  a 
counterfeit  haifponny. 

Beginning  in  1785  Thomas 
V/yon  at  Birmingham,  alert  to 
tho  possibility  that  tho  now 
nation  might  become  a custo- 
mer for  a contract  coinage, 
particularly  after  thG  1783- 
85  orders  for  NOVA  CONS TEL LA - 
TIO  coppers  by  Gouvorhour 
Morris,  began  making  patterns 
for  such  coinage.  Thoso  fell 
into  various  series,  of  which 
the  ones  that  concern  us  hero 
belong  to  the  I785  COKFSDEBA- 


logorioS..  she  holds  a flag- 
pole (tho  flag  unidentified) 
in  one  hand,  surmounted  by  a 
liberty  cap,  end  tho  other  is 
pointing  outwards  while  thumb 
and  curled  finger g hold  the 
scales  of  justice.  Sho  sits 
on  a crate,  perhaps  something 
liln  those  in  which  merchan- 
dise was  stored  on  shipboard, 
IMMUNE  (an  udvorbial  form;  an 
orror  for  IMMUNIS)  COLUMBIA , 
meaning  approximately  Free  or 
Exempt- from- taxes  or  Enompt- 
from-penaltios  Amorica,  is  an 
appropriate  legend,  doubtless 
referring  to  tho  ending  of  o- 
conomic  exploitation  of  tho 
colonios  now  that  their  inde- 
pendence had  boon  fairly  won. 
The  word  IMMUNIS  also  has  tho 
connotation  of  "pure,  blame- 
less, innocent"— ironical  in 


view  of  somo  later  history. 
This  dio  comes  with  three 
differ out  NOVA  CONSTSLLATIO 


reverses,  in  copper,  silver 
and  gold,  tho  solitary  gold 
iipression  being  in  the  Mint 
collection,  now  housed  in  tho 
Smithsonian.  Eric  Newman  is 
cf  ths  opinion  that  tho  gold 
piece  was  a lato  rostriba  . I 
am  not  convinced;  tho  tost  is 
whether  the  stato  of  tho  obv. 
die  is  later  than  that  shown 


on  tho  mules  with  the  Vermont 
and  imitation  haifponny  dies 
made  c.  in  Hackin'  s 
Mills. 


TIO  and  IMMUNE  COLUMBIA  and 
178G  IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA  group. 

The  earliest  of  these  dies 
seems  to  ho  tho  17&5  IMMUNE 


These  last  provo  that  this 
obverse  die  must  have  been  a- 
msng  the  group  brought  over 
to  tho  USA  in  17 86  by  V/yon' s 
employee  Walter  Mould,  and 
that  somehow  Mould's  minting 


COLUMBIA.  Tho  seated  figure 
is  another  of  thoso  mixes  al—  lO  equipment  camo  into  the  hands 
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of  Mach in* s Millc.  Poonibly  a 
representative  of  tho  New- 
burgh, N . Y . , "hardware  manu- 
factory" oought  out  Mould  as 
his  contract  to  coin  Jersey 
coppers  expired  in  1783. 

In  1786  V.'yon  pi- ep area  ano- 
ther similar  dio,  this  ono 
liko  the  last  excopt  for  hav- 
ing tho  figure  seated  on  a 
globo  and  surrounded  hy  the 
corroct  legend  IMKUNIS  COLUM- 
BIA. This  come  muled  with  a 
shield  dio  later  used  with 
several  New  Jorscy  obverses, 
both  by  Wyon  (Maris  7-C,  with 
dato  under  plowbcam)  and  by 
Mould  at  Morristown,  N.  J. 
(Maris  6-C  of  1707).  Atlee  in 
I7S7  mado  a copy  of  this  dio 
and  muled  it  with  an  eagle 
reverse,  leaking  what  is  com- 
monly called  the  "New  York" 
IMMUNI3 , though  there  is  no- 
where on  tho  coin  anything  to 
suggest  New  York;  the  legend 
3 PLURIBUS  UN  UK  clearly  re- 
fers to  tho  united  colonies, 
even  as  it  does  on  the.  above- 
mentioned  1736  Wypn  IMMUNIS 
with  shield  reverse,  common- 
ly misnamed  the  "New  Jersey 
iMMU NIS" « 

Backtracking  a littlo,  we 
next  consider  the  most  remar- 
kable patterns  in  tho  scries, 
which  are  also  the  mes  t mis- 
understood, The  two  least 
rare  in  the  group  can  bo  de- 
scribed as  follows; 

Obv,  She  Goddess  Diana, 
arrow  in  r,  hand,  bow  in  loft 
and  quiver  of  arrows  behind, 
slung  over  her  shouldor, 
tramples  on  a crown,  Besido 


her  is  an  altar;  on  it,  a cap 
of  liberty  somewhat  resem- 
bling a kind  of  holraot  known 
as  a sal let.  INIHICA  TYRANNIS 
AMERICA (HA) . Rev.  Thirteen 
stars  (largo  on  ono  die,  ana 
small  on  tho  othor)  in  a cir- 
cle, rays  around;  CONFEDERA- 
TED 1785*  Tho  legend  means: 
Tho  American  Confederation 
(or,  tho  Confederation  Ameri- 
ca) is  hostile  to  tyrants. 
The  largo  stars  dio  comosu- 
sually  v/ith  tho  AMERICA  obv.  , 
the  small  stars  die  v/ith  the 
AMERICANA.  The  symbolism  is 
quite  remarkable.  Jefferson’s 
original  idea  for  it  was  to 
have  an  Indian  trampling  on  a 
crown  and  MANUS  INIMICA  TYR- 
ANNIS (This  hand  is  hostile 
to  tyrants).  Indians  were  of 
course  froc  hunters,  bound  to 
no  fixed  territory  and  mem- 
bers of  autonomous  tribes.  An 
Indian  was  in  fact  used  as  a 
symbol  of  liberty  on  Atlee’ s 
LIBER  NATUS  patterns,  to  be 
discussed  below.  But  Diana,  of 
course  was  the  patron  goddess 
of  hunting;  there  is  the  sug- 
gestion of  hunting  symboliz- 
ing a free,  autonomous  life; 
not  only  free  of  foreign  rule 
but  freo  to  obtain  one’s  meat 
without  interference.  ‘The  al- 
tar refers  to  • concern  with 
holy  principals,  or  with, 
ligion— probably  tho  ambigui- 
ty between  altar  of  God  . and 
altar  of  Freedom  was  intended 
but  in  any  event  it  was  the 
first  indication  of  any  kind 
of  religious  concern  on  Colo- 
nial coins.  (Tho  AN  DOM  for 
Year  of  the  Lord  on  Massachu- 
setts silver  coins  is  no  real 
l exception.)  . The  circle  of 


stars  On  reverse  is  an  obvi- 
ous symbol  of  unity  among  the 
colonics,  a further  develop- 
ment of  tho  "NOVA  CONSTELLA— 
TIG"  or  Now  Constellation  i- 
dea.  Jefferson's  connection 
with  the  design  is  proved  by 
two  lines  of  evidence:  (l)  In 
Jefferson’s  Propositions  re- 
specting the  Coinage  of  Gold, 
Silver  and  Copper,  dated  May 
13,  1785  (while  Jofferson  was 
in  Paris),  and  printed  with  a 
report  of  tho  Grand  Committee 
of  Continental  Congress  on  2 
June  1785  by  John  Dunlap  (al- 
though the  printed  Version  of 
Jefferson's  Notes  was  in  fact 
reprinted  from  the  Providence 
Gazette  & Country  Journal,  24 
July  1784),  tho  device  of  the 
Indian  and  MANUS  INIMICA  TY- 
EANNIS  is  specifically  men- 
tioned. (Crosby,  p.  3^9 1 
per 5 of  Thomas  Jofferson,  VII 
p.2G2.)  (2)  A deleted  para- 

graph of  the  report  of  the 
Grand  Committee — see  Journals 
of  Cont.  Congress,  XXVIII, 
354-8;  Papers  of  Cont.  Con- 
gress, No.  26,  pp.  537-42.  in 
National  Archives — suggested 
the  nans  "Lccad"  for  the  lar- 
gest copper  coin,  correspon- 
ding to  either  the  penny  (not 
in  uso  in  the  ooloniao)  or 
tho  halfpenny;  and  the  device 
suggested  for  the  Decad  was 
' a union  of  13  stars  in  a cir- 
cle with  a serrated  border, 
representing  rays,  and  tho 
inscription  CONPZDEKATIO  1785 
— this  is  illustrated  in  JCC, 
XXVIII,  358.  Sinco  the  para- 
graph was  deletc'a  either  in 
committee  or  by  Hugh  William- 
son, acting  chairman,  or  by 
Congress  when  ordering  the 
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ropur-i  printed  (probably  the 
.first),  it  would  not  have  be- 
come availa.blo  to  the  general 
public.  Who  then  would  have 
transmitted  the  suggested  de- 
sign to  Wyon  in  Birmingham  a- 
long  with  tho  MANUS  INIMICA 
TYHANNIS  idea?  Obviously  ho 
would  have  been  someone  fa- 
miliar with  the  inner  working 
- of  the  committee,  as  well  as 
with  Morris's  original  order 
for  NOVA  CONSTELLATIO  tokens 
—how  elso  would  ho  have  been 
alerted  to  Wyon1 s facilities? 
—and  tho  possibilities  are 
pretty  much  narrowed  down  to 
Morris  and  Jefferson.  But  Mr. 
Morris  had  be on  working  with 
1*2  a far  different  idea;'  he  was 


Jof for son’s  opponent,  though 
not  unfriendly,  and  it  r.oei.iS 
uxxlikoly  that  ho  would  have 
chosen  Jeff  ox-soxx1  s dovico  as 
a suggestion  to  Vyon.  So,  for 
an  educated  guess,  vo  oan  re- 
fer to  the  CONFEBERATIO  pat- 
terns as  "Dccads"  designed  hy 
'..’yon  after  Jefferson  end  tho 
Grand  Committoo  of  Continen- 
tal Congress,  This  gives  tho 
two  variotios  a'oove  described 
something  closer  to  semi-of- 
ficial status  than  V/yon1  s o~ 
thor  efforts.  Tho  various 
mules  • which  coco  ‘ with  those 
dies  can  bo  disregarded  for 
tho  moment  as  probably  inten- 
ded for  collectors.  Mould  ap- 
parently took  tho  dies  over 
here  in  1786  but  did  nothing 
with  them  except  make  a few 
mules,  if  Brcssctt  is  right 
in  his  assigning  the  eagle 
ana  GEN.  WASHINGTON  dies  an 
American  origin. 

Meanwhile,  back  in  the  New 
England  colonies,  Keuben  Har- 
mon of  Hup  or t,  Vermont  was 
trying  to  earn  a fast  buck  by 
his  franchise  to  make  copper 
coins — and  finding  it  next  to 
impossible,  because  - of  tho 
extreme  difficulty  of  gotting 
suitable  dies.  The  plow  type 
coppers  not  being  accepted  in 
quantity  owing  to  their  unfa- 
miliar look,  tho  legislature 
on  Oct.  24,  1786  ordered  that 
ibo  design'  from,  then  on  have 
for  obverso  "a  man’s  head", 
for  reverse  "a  woman"— delib— 
•cratcly  anonymous,  but  clear- 
ly intended  to  resemble  the 
halfpence  and  Connecficuts 
forming  the  bulk  of  circula- 
ting coppor  of  tho  period. 


Tho  result:  first  tho  "Baby 

Head" , Coley’s  (?)  copy  of 
tho  17G0  Connecticut  Miller 
3~D1",  thon  throe  varieties' 
with  bust  left,  made  from  tho 
old  Bucl  hubs  earlier  usod  on 
tho  mailed  bust  loft  Connec- 
ticuts  of  I7O5-6.  On  the  Baby 
Head  Vermont,  the  woman  pre- 
sumably represents  the  repub- 
lic of  the  Green  Mountains, 
as  hex*  shield  bears  the.  em- 
blem of  four  sheaves  of  grain 
—but  on  tho  bust  left  coins, 
she  is  coisple  tely  anonymous, 
ax-id  on  all  later  issuos  (dies 
by  Atlee)  her  shield  identi- 
fies her  as'  Britannia,  and 
tho  head  on  obv.  as  that  of 
George  III,  despite  the  in- 
scriptions meaning  "By  au- 
thority of  Vermont"  and  "In- 
dependence and- Liberty" . Such 
a paradoxical  situation,  as 
Eric  Newman  pointed  out,  came 
about  only  because  Harmon  had 
such  a desperate  need  for  u- 
sable  dies  that  he  was  will- 
ing to  forfeit  Go^o  of  his 
profits  to  Mach in ’ s Mills  and 
accept  these  -foreign  images 
and  superscriptions,  origina- 
ted. by  Atloc  for  imitation 
British  halfpence.  The  con- 
nection of  tho  Vermont  coin- 
age, as  of  that  of  Connecti- 
cut 1785-78,  with.  Miss  Liber- 
ty, is  only  another  instance 
of  Miss  Liberty’s  closo  rela- 
tionship with  Britannia,  al- 
though certaixi  Connecticuts 
did  have  the  liberty  cap  atop 
the  polo,  while-  most  lacked 
it — tin  cap  was  not  part  of 
tho  device  punch  or  hub. 

Now  York  coppers  present 
13  a more  interesting  picturo  ox 


Liberty.  Tho  mined  : allegory 
based,  oa  the  17"5  IKKUWE  CO- 
LUMBIA eax'lior  mentioned—  c- 
von  to  Laving  tho  goddess  on. 
a crate— is  found  on  tho  1786 
I'OIT  in  VIRTUTE  VIC  I,  which  is 
in  addition  ono  of  the  oarli- 
ost  Washington  portrait  coins 
known  to  have  an  American  or- 
igin. Tho  various  EXCELSIOR 
patterns  render  tho. -Caw  York 
stato  arms  as  having  two  god- 
acssos  flanicing  tho  shield:: 
Liberty  at  loft,  identified 
by  tho  pole  and  cap;  blind- 
folded Justice  at  right,  with 
seal  os  and  sword— the  latter 
often  forgotten  by  other  ren- 
derers.  A similar  revorse, 
bat  with  tho  figures  trans- 
posed, occurs  with  tho  GEORGE 
CLINTQ1T  obv.  and  with  tho  In— 
dian/LIBZR  l-JATUS  L IBMRTATEM. 
LMEEUEG  obverse.  This  Indian, 
though  not  trampling  on  a 
crown  as  Jefferson  suggested, 
still  remains  a fine  symbol 
of  liberty—  as  v©  saw  earlier 
Indians  were  free  hunters, 
not  bound  to  any  fined  terri- 
.or.1  , . — x wtuSc,  2 ox  an  veno- 

mous tribes;  and  he  carries  a 
tomahawk,  indicating  that  tho 
"prico  of  liberty  is  eternal 
vigilance"  and  that  like  tho 
colonists  thomsolvcs  he  v as 
prepared  to  fight  for  his  own 
liberty.  With  tho  WOVA  SBOHAC 
coppers  va  see  a return  to  a 
mined  allegory,  a seated  fig— 
uro  obviously  deriving  from 
Bx'itannia  but  with  tho  cap  on 
tho  polo  and  tho  emblem  of  II- 
Y-  on  tho  shiold.  This  took  a 
different  turn  on  tho  1794“5 
Talbot,  Allum  & Lee  tokens; 
a stock  typo  found  on  other 
English  tokens,  showing  tlo 


goddoso  standing  beside  o. 
cotton  (?)  baic^,  holding  a 
liberty  polo  surmounted  wish 
the  cap,,  and  with  tho  legend 
LIBERTY  & COMMERCE,  is  tho 
date  side  of  all  those.  Ear- 
lior,  tho  intimate  relations 
ship  (in  some  minds  amounting 
to  identity)  botvoon  Liberty 
and  Commorco  had  been  symbol-! 
iscd  by  showing  the  goddess 
seated  on  a shipping  crate; 
and  on  many  U.S.  patterns  of 
later  years-  we  find  the  os- 
tensible goddess  of  liberty 
seated  amidst  items  represen- 
ting commerce  and  agriculture 
with  a ship  visible  in  the 
background.  All  of  which  says 
more  clearly  than  words  can, 
that  the  "'rotestant  Ethic  as 
delineated  by  Man  Weber  and 
R,H.Tawney  was  never  far  from 
tho  minds  of  the  descendants 
of  the  stern  and  rockbound 
puritans— the  clear  evidence 
of  belonging  to  God-s  elect 
consisted  xn  commercial  suc- 
cess, and  fighting  for  liber- 
ty meant  fighting  for  oppor- 
tunity x 0 x*  such  success.  Cut- 
throat competition  was  a Way 
of  Life. 

..  1 

Tho  last  two  items  to  be 
discussed  hero  have  a mox-o 
continental  flavor.  Oho  is  of 
great  obscurity  but  of  beauty 
unsurpassed  by  any  die  mad© 
for  tho  Colonioc;  the  "other 
directly-  influenced  our  cop- 
per coins  for  many  years  af— 
tor  the  mint  bogan  operating* 
Tho  former  is  tho  KZDLELTGE 
pattern  of  179^t  designed  by 
Conrad  Kxlchlcr  and  struck  at 
Boulton  & Watt* 3 Soho  Mint  at 

14  Birmingham  for  an  obscuro 


British  colonisation  society 
in  Kentucky.  (Since  Kentucky 
had  become  a state  in  1792« 
British  colonisation  thcro 
piooao^y  scant  3 ra- 

ther than  an  outpo  st  loyal  to 
the  crown;  but  almost  nothing 
io  actually  known  of  it.)  It 
shows  Hope,  with  anchor,  pre- 
senting two  childron—  tho  in- 
fant American  nation  and  tho 
infant  British  sottleaent  in 
Kentucky? — to  .3 one  goddoss, 
whoso  r,  hand  is  entondod  to 
rcccivo  then  while  her  loft 
supports  tho  liberty  polo  and 
cap;  before  her  is  tin  olive 
branch  (for  hepo?),  behind  is 
a cornucopia  (fortility  of 
the.  land?).  Tho  other  sido  is 
quite  remarkable:  Britannia, 

head  bowed,  sits  dejectedly 
with  spear  inverted  (at  tho 
result  of  the  ill-fatoa  war 
with  tho  American  colonics  or 
with  her  people  emigrating  to 
Kentucky?);  at  her  feet  aro 
scales,  fasces  and  a broken 
sword—— this  last  a cloar  ref- 
erence to  military  defeat  at 
Yorktovn;  before  nor,  a lib- 
erty cap  rices  from  tho  earth 
like  soso  kind  of  mushroom 
newly  sprung  up.  Vo  have  the 
definite  fooling  that  infor- 
mation about  Kyddelbon  and 
tho  proposed  British  settle- 
rent  in  Kentucky  is  probably 
hidden  away  somewhere  in  the 
state  papers,  perhaps  in  tho 
historical  society  in  Kon- 
tacky,  and  that  it  viil  provo 
of  major  importance. 


Tho  other  item  iG(  inovi- 
taory,  tho  *j  -i  3 HR  , T n3  A I*stRxs-..»A 
nodal,  commemorating  the  vic- 
tory of  the  Americans  with 
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jTronch  aid;  its  beautiful  ob- 
vorao,  showing  tin  goddess  of 
liberty  as  a young  girl  with 
hair  floating  Yrooly  in  tho 


brooso,  and  with  liberty  polo 
over  shoulder,  surmounted  by 
the  cap.  Tho  evident  youth  of 
tho  goddess  suggosts  that  tho 
(Koussoau  - influenced?)  de- 
signer believed  that  liberty 
had  only  just  conn  into  boing 
with  tho  successful  bid  for 
independence  on  tho  part  of 
the  colonics.  But  the  import- 
ance of  this  design  comos,  of 
courso,  from  its  boing  copied 
on  tho  early  mint  patterns  of 
1792  and  after  that  on  tho 
Liberty  Cap  design  used  on 
cents  and  half— cents  in  1793" 
9o.  The  french  flavor  contin- 
ued at  least  through  1793 > ^ 
the  'hub  used  for  the  Liberty 
Cep  cents  of  that  year  is  al- 
most certainly  by  Jean  Pierre 
Bros;  soe  Ponny  V/himsy,  p.3le 
The  most  optimistic  note  camo 
in  1792  when  Bibsrt  Birch  was 

inspired  to  label  tho  female 
head  ho  placed  on  the  large 


Cents  and  silver  cains  with  a 
motto  LIBERTY  PARLEY  OF  SCI- 
ENCE AND  INDUSTRY' — which  just 
about  suns  up  Enlightenment 
thought  in  a phrase.  And  icr 
a little  while  America  soemod 
to  havo  those  benefits;  great 
minds  wore  found  unexpectedly 
often  in  tho  small  population 
of  tho  infant  nation,  and  tho 
people  benefited  from  their 
discoveries  and  insights.  But 
their  numbers  dwindled  in 
proportion  to  the  increasing 
population,  and  many  emigra- 
ted, and  others  died  in  bat- 
tle or  from  epidemics,  and  in 
more  x'occnt  years  their  coun- 
terparts have  trickled  in  as 
fugitives  from  Europe,  their 
numbers  still  small  enough  to 
limit  the  benefits  they  could 
provide,  and  to  keep  them  ov- 
er from  being  even  an  import- 
ant minority.  And  the  motto 
has  changed,  in  the  thoughts 
of  many,  to  SCIENCE  THE  HIRE- 
LING OF  GOVERNMENT  AND  INDUS- 
TRY; but  the  coins  with  the 
earlier  motto  arc  now  tho 
prised  of  a wealthy  few,  and 
forgotten  by  the  rest. 

Tho  later  adventures  and 
misadventures  of  Kiss  Liborty 
at  tho  United  States  mint  are 
chronicled  in  tho  various 
guidebooks  and  catalogues  of 
U„S.  coins,  and  given  more 
detailed  treatment  in  the  two 
Breen  monographs  on  the  U.S. 
Patterns  of  1792  end  the  Go- 
brecht  coinages.  The  liberty 
cap  remained  an  attribute  of 


of  3 March  1325)  that  it  was 
inappropriate  as  tho  American 
colonics  "aro  not  emancipated 

p ■ ** 

slaves"  and  J.B.Longacr o,  En- 
graver of  the  Mint  IG44-I869, 
on  similar  grounds.  Sometimes 
— in  particular  on  Gobrecht*  S 
1836  gold  dollar  pattern,  and 
on  Franklin  Fealo’s  185O  copy 
of  it  for  a pattern  3“cori^ 
silver  piece— it  appeared  a- 
lone,  at  other  times  on  tho 
liberty  pole  hold  by  the  god- 
dess; on  the  Barber  coins  of 
1892-1916  ( as  on  the  gold  of 

1795-1334)  it  was  me  tamo  r— 
phoned  into  a headdress,  .end 
on  tho  so-called  Mercury  dime 
it  was  adorned  with  wings. 
But  of  late,  since  the  aban- 
donment of  the  Liberty  Walk- 
ing halves,  the  concept  of 
liberty  has  been  represented 
(with  the  lone  exception  of 
tho  liberty  bell  on  the  re- 
verse of  the  Franklin  halves) 
by,  of  all  things,  portraits 
of  past  p>rosidents.  Tho  next 
step  doubtless  will  be  por- 
trayal of  current  presidents, 
a transition  having  already 
been  made  by  the  mint’s  hav- 
ing put  FDR’s  head  on  tho 
dime  only  a year  after  his 
death.  And  about  the  practice 
of  portraying  living  rulers 
We  will  only  say  that  wo  tend 
to  agree  with  Eckfcldt  & Du- 
bois, 1842: 

"In  republics ...  the  . like- 
noss  of  the  political  chief 
is  not  given.  (-This  was  also 
true  in  the  ancient  Greek  re- 
publics; it  was  only  after 
tyranny  became  pretty  general 
portraiture  of  living 
became  common.'  — wb-j 


tho  longsuff ering  goddess  un- 
til 1947.  despite  protests  by 
Thomas  Jefferson  ( in  a letter 
to  Mint  Director  Samuel  Moo'ro 


that 

16  rul  ors 


This  cay  bo  considcrod  a cri- 
terion, bo  judgo  whether  a 
republic,  so  called,  is  es- 
sentially and  permanently  so. 
Under1  the  British  Common— 
wealth  wo  find  tho  portrait 
of  Cromwoll  upon  tho  monoy, 
but  tho  republicanism  of  his-, 
goyornmont  may  justly.  bo 
called  in  question.  In  Franco 
tho  head  of  tho  First  Consul 
was  placed  on  the  coin,  with 
the  legend  Republique  Fran- 
9aiso;  but  very  soon  after, 
that  head  appears  encircled 
with  a laurel  wreath  and  over 
it  the  motto  EMPIRE  FRANyAIS .. 
So  in  the  less  conspicuous 
dominion  of  Haiti,  in  tho  V. 
Indies,  wo  observe  the  effigy, 
of  Brosidont  Boyer  on  the 
coins,  but  it  is  well  known 
that  the  name  of  republic  is 
there  a covering  for  a virtu- 
al despotism." 

Certainly  our  nation’s 
history  has  not  been  notable 
for  .increase  in  individual 
liberties  of  late;  whether  wo 
can  connect  this  to  the  dis- 
appearance of  Miss  Liberty 
Ivor,  the  . coins... . or. ..not,  the 


symbolism  still  doos  scorn  to 
hold  hero  even  as  in  the  past 
from  Greece  to  World  War  II; 
it  still  seems  to  represent 
with  startling  clarity  cer- 
tain undoniablo  aspects  of 
political  thought. 
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